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In modern times, various Jewish groups have argued whether Jewishness is a function of ethnicity, of
nationality, of religion, or of all three. These fundamental conceptions were already in place in antiquity. The
peculiar combination of ethnicity, nationality, and religion that would characterize Jewishness through the
centuries first took shape in the second century B.C.E. This brilliantly argued, accessible book unravels one
of the most complex issues of late antiquity by showing how these elements were understood and applied in
the construction of Jewish identity—by Jews, by gentiles, and by the state.

Beginning with the intriguing case of Herod the Great's Jewishness, Cohen moves on to discuss what made
or did not make Jewish identity during the period, the question of conversion, the prohibition of
intermarriage, matrilineal descent, and the place of the convert in the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds. His
superb study is unique in that it draws on a wide range of sources: Jewish literature written in Greek,
classical sources, and rabbinic texts, both ancient and medieval. It also features a detailed discussion of many
of the central rabbinic texts dealing with conversion to Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Cook:

This book untitled The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture
and Society) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book
from your list.

Roxanne Mazon:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Beginnings of
Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society), you can enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Glenn Bail:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic
Culture and Society). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

William Luke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries,
Varieties, Uncertainties (Hellenistic Culture and Society).
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