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This illuminating discussion of deism in the early American colonies presents an overview of its main tenets,
showing how its influence rose swiftly and for a time became a highly controversial subject of debate among
the first citizens of our nation. The deists were students of the Enlightenment and took a keen interest in the
scientific study of nature. They were thus critical of orthodox Christianity for its superstitious belief in
miracles, persecution of dissent, and suppression of independent thought and expression.

At the heart of his book are profiles of six "rational infidels," most of whom are quite familiar to Americans
as founding fathers or colonial patriots: Benjamin Franklin (the ambivalent deist), Thomas Jefferson (a critic
of Christian supernaturalism but an admirer of its ethics), Ethan Allen (the rough-edged "frontier deist"),
Thomas Paine (the arch iconoclast and author of The Age of Reason), Elihu Palmer (the tireless crusader for
deism and perhaps its most influential proponent), and Philip Freneau (a poet whose popular verses
combined deism with early romanticism).

This is a fascinating study of America’s first culture war, one that in many ways has continued to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Tasha Banda:

The book Revolutionary Deists: Early America's Rational Infidels can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Revolutionary Deists: Early
America's Rational Infidels? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Revolutionary
Deists: Early America's Rational Infidels has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Lyla Jackson:

The reason? Because this Revolutionary Deists: Early America's Rational Infidels is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Fernando Gallimore:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Revolutionary Deists: Early America's Rational Infidels can be your answer given it
can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Cassandra Harvey:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Revolutionary Deists: Early America's Rational Infidels
can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Revolutionary Deists: Early America's
Rational Infidels.
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