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This is the first in-depth biography of Rebecca Gratz (1781-1869), the foremost American Jewish woman of
the nineteenth century. Perhaps the best-known member of the prominent Gratz family of Philadelphia, she
was a fervent patriot, a profoundly religious woman, and a widely known activist for poor women. She
devoted her life to confronting and resolving the personal challenges she faced as a Jew and as a female
member of a prosperous family. In using hundreds of Gratz's own letters in her research, Dianne Ashton
reveals Gratz's own blend of Jewish and American values and explores the significance of her work.

Informed by her American and Jewish ideas, values, and attitudes, Gratz created and managed a variety of
municipal and Jewish institutions for charity and education, including America's first independent Jewish
women's charitable society, the first Jewish Sunday school, and the first American Jewish foster home.
Through her commitment to establishing charitable resources for women, promoting Judaism in a Christian
society, and advancing women's roles in Jewish life, Gratz shaped a Jewish arm of what has been called
America's largely Protestant "benevolent
empire."

Influenced by the religious and political transformations taking place nationally and locally, Gratz matured
into a social visionary whose dreams for American Jewish life far surpassed the realities she saw around her.
She believed that Judaism was advanced by the founding of the Female Hebrew Benevolent Society and the
Hebrew Sunday School because they offered religious education to thousands of children and leadership
opportunities to Jewish women. Gratz's organizations worked with an inclusive definition of Jewishness that
encompassed all Philadelphia Jews at a time when differences in national origin, worship style, and religious
philosophy divided them.

Legend has it that Gratz was the prototype for the heroine Rebecca of York in Sir Walter Scott's Ivanhoe, the
Jewish woman who refused to wed the Christian hero of the tale out of loyalty to her faith and father. That
legend has draped Gratz's life in sentimentality and has blurred our vision of her. Rebecca Gratz is the first
book to examine Gratz's life, her legend, and our memory.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

The book Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization
Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the
best thing like a book Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish
Civilization Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Rebecca Gratz: Women and
Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization Series) has simple shape however you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Kristi Goins:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in
Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Conrad Degregorio:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Rebecca Gratz: Women and Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization
Series) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Mary Mohammad:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Rebecca Gratz: Women and
Judaism in Antebellum America (American Jewish Civilization Series) which is finding the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's view.
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