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The study of police history in Scotland has largely been neglected. Little is known about the Scottish police's
origins, development and character despite growing interest in the machinery of law enforcement in other
parts of the United Kingdom. This book seeks to remedy this deficiency.

Based on extensive archival research, its central aim is to provide an in-depth analysis of the economic,
social, intellectual and political factors that shaped police reform, development and policy in Scottish burghs
during the 'Age of Improvement'. The key issues addressed include: the workings of traditional forms of law
enforcement and why these were increasingly deemed to be unsuitable by the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries; why, and in what ways, the pattern, nature and origins of police development in urban
Scotland differed from elsewhere in Britain; in what ways the Scottish police model compared and
contrasted with other British models; the impact of police reform on urban governance and the struggle
between social groups for control of the local state; the concerns and priorities behind police policy.

In addressing these questions, Police in the Age of Improvement moves beyond many of the 'problem-
response' interpretations which have preoccupied many police historians, and locates reform within the wider
contexts of urban improvement, municipal administration and Scottish Enlightenment thought. It will be
essential reading for anyone interested in the history of policing, urban management and social change in the
late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Lacher:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Police in the Age of Improvement. All
type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Dave Edwards:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Police in the Age of Improvement why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Marlene Wiedman:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Police in the Age of Improvement can give you a
lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Police in the Age of Improvement.

Irma Lovern:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Police in the Age of Improvement can make you experience more interested to read.
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