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Lincoln's death, like hislife, was an event of epic proportions. When the president was struck down at his
moment of triumph, writes Merrill Peterson, "sorrow--indescribable sorrow" swept the nation. After lying in
state in Washington, Lincoln's body was carried by a special funeral train to Springfield, lllinois, stopping in
major cities along the way; perhaps a million people viewed the remains as memorial orations rang out and
the world chorused its sincere condolences. It was the apotheosis of the martyred President--the beginning of
the transformation of a man into amythic hero.

In Lincoln in American Memory, historian Merrill Peterson provides a fascinating history of Lincoln's place
in the American imagination from the hour of his death to the present. In tracing the changing image of
Lincoln through time, this wide-ranging account offersinsight into the evolution and struggles of American
politics and society--and into the character of Lincoln himself. Westerners, Easterners, even Southerners
were caught up in the idealization of the late President, reshaping his memory and laying claim to his mantle,
as hiswidow, son, memorial builders, and memorabilia collectors fought over hisvisible legacy. Peterson
also looks at the complex responses of blacks to the memory of Lincoln, asthey moved from exultation at
the end of dlavery to the harsh reality of free life amid deep poverty and segregation; at more than one
memorial event for the great emancipator, the author notes, blacks were excluded. He makes an engaging
examination of the flood of reminiscences and biographies, from Lincoln's old law partner William H.
Herndon to Carl Sandburg and beyond. Serious historians were late in coming to the topic; for decades the
myth-makers sought to shape the image of the hero President to suit their own agendas. He was made a voice
of prohibition, a saloon-keeper, an infidel, a devout Christian, the first Bull Moose Progressive, a military
blunderer and (after the First World War) amilitary genius, awhite supremacist (according to D.W. Griffith
and other Southern admirers), and a touchstone for the civil rights movement. Through it all, Peterson traces
five principal images of Lincoln: the savior of the Union, the great emancipator, man of the people, first
American, and self-made man. In identifying these archetypes, he tells us much not only of Lincoln but of
our own identity as a people.
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From reader reviews:
Cindy Grant:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Lincoln in American Memory. Try to stumble through book
Lincoln in American Memory as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you personaly. The
book makes you alot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So, let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

ChrisWalker:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Lincoln in American Memory. Y ou can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new book Lincoln
in American Memory. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, smply because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open abook as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Walter Pressley:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Lincoln in American Memory, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kimberly Foust:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Lincoln in American
Memory that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit
al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it
comesto the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person
but for al of you who wantsto end up being success person. So, for al of you who want to start examining
as your good habit, you are able to pick Lincoln in American Memory become your own starter.
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