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During and especially after the Second World War, a group of leading scholars who had been perilously
close to the war's devastation joined others fortunate enough to have been protected by distance in an effort
to redefine and reinvigorate Western liberal ideals for aradically new age. Treating evil as an analytical
category, they sought to discover the sources of twentieth-century horror and the potentialities of the modern
state in the wake of western desolation. In the process, they devised strikingly new ways to understand
politics, sociology and history that reverberate still. In this major intellectual history, Ira Katznelson
examines the works of Hannah Arendt, Robert Dahl, Richard Hofstadter, Harold Lasswell, Charles
Lindblom, Karl Polanyi, and David Truman, detailing their engagement with the larger project of reclaiming
the West's moral bearing.

In light of their epoch's calamities these intellectuals insisted that the tradition of Enlightenment thought
required anew realism, agood deal of renovation, and much recommitment. This array of historians,
political philosophers, and social scientists understood that a simple reassertion of liberal modernism had
been made radically insufficient by the enormities and moral catastrophes of war, totalitarianism, and
holocaust. Confronting their period's dashed hopes for reason and knowledge, they asked not just whether
the Enlightenment should define modernity, but which Enlightenment we should wish to have. Decades | ater,
in the midst of a new type of war and reanimated discussions of the concept of evil, we share no small stake
in assessing their successes and limitations.
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From reader reviews:
Carl Moss:

This Desolation and Enlightenment: Political Knowledge After Total War, Totalitarianism, and the
Holocaust (L eonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Desolation and Enlightenment: Political Knowledge After Total War,
Totalitarianism, and the Holocaust (L eonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) can be one of many great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps
will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Desolation and Enlightenment:
Political Knowledge After Total War, Totalitarianism, and the Holocaust (L eonard Hastings Schoff

L ectures) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

JamesKyles:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Desolation and Enlightenment: Political Knowledge After
Total War, Totalitarianism, and the Holocaust (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) why because the amazing
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Frances Fortier:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Desolation and Enlightenment: Political Knowledge
After Total War, Totalitarianism, and the Holocaust (L eonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) was bright colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Desolation and Enlightenment: Political
Knowledge After Total War, Totalitarianism, and the Holocaust (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Mary Ransom:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the top

book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Desolation and Enlightenment: Political Knowledge After Total War, Totalitarianism, and the Holocaust
(Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed



book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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