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In the pursuit of knowledge, Dorion Sagan argues in this dazzlingly eclectic, rigorously crafted, and
deliciously witty collection of essays, scientific authoritarianism and philosophical obscurantism are equally
formidable obstacles to discovery. As science has become more specialized and more costly, its questing
spirit has been constrained by dogma. And philasophy, perhaps the discipline best placed to question
orthodoxy, has retreated behind dense theoretical language and arcane topics of learning.

Guided by a capacious, democratic view of science inspired by the examples set by his late parents—Carl
Sagan, who popularized the study of the cosmos, and Lynn Margulis, an evolutionary biologist who
repeatedly clashed with the scientific establishment—Sagan draws on classical and contemporary philosophy
to intervene provocatively in often-charged debates on thermodynamics, linear and nonlinear time, purpose,
ethics, the links between language and psychedelic drugs, the search for extraterrestrial intelligence, and the
occupation of the human body by microbial others. Informed by a countercultural sensibility, a deep
engagement with speculative thought, and a hardheaded scientific skepticism, he advances controversial
positions on such seemingly sacrosanct subjects as evolution and entropy. At the same time, he creatively
considers awide range of thinkers, from Socrates to Bataille and Descartes to von Uexkiill, to reflect on sex,
biopoalitics, and the free will of Kermit the Frog.

Refreshingly nonconformist and polemically incisive, Cosmic Apprentice challenges readers to reject both
dogma and cliché and instead recover the intellectual spirit of adventure that should—and can once
again—animate both science and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Cosmic Apprentice: Dispatches from the Edges of Science
as your daily resource information.

Lily Pawlak:

The book Cosmic Apprentice: Dispatches from the Edges of Science will bring one to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to describe the ideaiis very unique. In case you try to find new book to
study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Cosmic Apprentice: Dispatches from the Edges of
Science is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Justin Fernandez:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Cosmic Apprentice: Dispatches from the
Edges of Science can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Joyce Greenberg:

Y ou will get this Cosmic Apprentice: Dispatches from the Edges of Science by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve troubleif you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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