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In the first in a new series of brief biographies, bestselling author Peter Ackroyd brilliantly evokes the
medieval world of England and provides an incomparable introduction to the great poet’s works.

Geoffrey Chaucer, who died in 1400, lived a surprisingly eventful life. He served with the Duke of Clarence
and with Edward III, and in 1359 was taken prisoner in France and ransomed. Through his wife, Philippa, he
gained the patronage of John of Gaunt, which helped him carve out a career at Court. His posts included
Controller of Customs at the Port of London, Knight of the Shire for Kent, and King's Forester. He went on
numerous adventurous diplomatic missions to France and Italy. Yet he was also indicted for rape, sued for
debt, and captured in battle.

He began to write in the 1360s, and is now known as the father of English poetry. His Troilus and Criseyde
is the first example of modern English literature, and his masterpiece, The Canterbury Tales, the forerunner
of the English novel, dominated the last part of his life.

In his lively style, Peter Ackroyd, one of the most acclaimed biographers and novelists writing today, brings
us an eye-opening portrait, rich in drama and colorful historical detail, of a prolific, multifaceted genius.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Breedlove:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Chaucer: Ackroyd's Brief Lives book because
this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Donna Cancel:

Often the book Chaucer: Ackroyd's Brief Lives will bring someone to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read,
this book very appropriate to you. The book Chaucer: Ackroyd's Brief Lives is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Nadine Taylor:

Exactly why? Because this Chaucer: Ackroyd's Brief Lives is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Dana Richardson:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Chaucer: Ackroyd's Brief Lives to make
your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and studying
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the publication
Chaucer: Ackroyd's Brief Lives can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of their time.
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