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With the delectable wit, unforgettable characters, and challenging themes that have won her a Pulitzer Prize
and national bestseller status, Jane Smiley naturally finds a kindred spirit in the author of classics such as
Great Expectations and A Christmas Carol. As "his novels shaped his life as much as his life shaped his
novels," Smiley's Charles Dickens is at once a sensitive profile of the great master and a fascinating
meditation on the writing life.

Smiley evokes Dickens as he might have seemed to his contemporaries: convivial, astute, boundlessly
energetic-and lionized. As she makes clear, Dickens not only led the action-packed life of a prolific writer,
editor, and family man but, balancing the artistic and the commercial in his work, he also consciously
sustained his status as one of the first modern "celebrities."

Charles Dickens offers brilliant interpretations of almost all the major works, an exploration of his narrative
techniques and his innovative voice and themes, and a reflection on how his richly varied lower-class cameos
sprang from an experience and passion more personal than his public knew. Smiley's own "demon narrative
intelligence" (The Boston Globe) touches, too, on controversial details that include Dickens's obsession with
money and squabbles with publishers, his unhappy marriage, and the rumors of an affair.

Here is a fresh look at the dazzling personality of a verbal magician and the fascinating times behind the
classics we read in school and continue to enjoy today.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence McKeever:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Charles
Dickens: A Life? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Gary Jensen:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Charles Dickens: A Life will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Meredith Bailey:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Charles Dickens: A Life the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve
then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Charles
Dickens: A Life giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Julio Canfield:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Charles Dickens: A Life was vibrant and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Charles Dickens: A Life has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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