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Joe DiMaggio . . . Ted Williams . . . Joe Louis . . . Billy Conn . . . Whirlaway

Against the backdrop of a war that threatened to consume the world, these athletes transformed 1941
into one of the most thrilling years in sports history.

In the summer of 1941, America paid attention to sports with an intensity that had never been seen before.
World War II was raging in Europe and headlines grew worse by the day; even the most optimistic people
began to accept the inevitability of the United States being drawn into the conflict. In sports pages and arenas
at home, however, an athletic perfect storm provided unexpected—and uplifting—relief. Four phenomenal
sporting events were underway, each destined to become legend.
In 1941—The Greatest Year in Sports, acclaimed sportswriter Mike Vaccaro chronicles this astounding
moment in history. Fueled by a somber mania for sports—a desire for good news to drown out the
bad—Americans by the millions fervently watched, listened, and read as Joe DiMaggio dazzled the country
by hitting in a record-setting fifty-six consecutive games; Ted Williams powered through an unprecedented
.406 season; Joe Louis and Billy Conn (the heavyweight and light-heavyweight champions) battled in
unheard-of fashion for boxing’s ultimate championship; and the phenomenal (some say deranged)
thoroughbred, Whirlaway, raced to three heart-stopping victories that won the coveted Triple Crown of horse
racing. As Phil Rizzuto perfectly expressed, “You read the sports section a lot because you were afraid of
what you’d see in other parts of the paper.”
Gripping and nostalgic, 1941—The Greatest Year in Sports focuses on these four seminal events and brings
to life the national excitement and remarkable achievement (many of these records still stand today), as well
as the vibrant lives of the athletes who captivated the nation. With vast insight, Vaccaro pulls back the veil
on DiMaggio’s anxieties and the building pressure of “The Streak,” and chronicles the brash, young
confidence Williams displayed as he hammered his way through the baseball season largely in DiMaggio’s
shadow. He takes readers inside the head of Billy Conn, a kid who traded in his light-heavyweight belt for a
shot at the very decent and very powerful Joe Louis, and tells the story of the fire-breathing racehorse,
Whirlaway, who was known either for setting track records or tearing off in the wrong direction.
Rich in historical detail and edge-of-your-seat reporting, Mike Vaccaro has crafted a lasting, important book
that captures a portrait of one of America’s most trying, and extraordinary, eras.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled 1941 -- The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two
Boxing Champs, and the Unstoppable Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War. Try to the
actual book 1941 -- The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs, and the
Unstoppable Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War as your close friend. It means that it
can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Arlene Farmer:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love 1941 -- The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends,
Two Boxing Champs, and the Unstoppable Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War, you are
able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Travis Smith:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is 1941 -- The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs,
and the Unstoppable Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War this publication consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Kaye Reynolds:

This 1941 -- The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs, and the
Unstoppable Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting



knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this 1941 -- The
Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs, and the Unstoppable Thoroughbred
Who Made History in the Shadow of War can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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