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Recent controversies surrounding the war on terror and American intervention in Iraq and Afghanistan have
brought rule of law rhetoric to a fevered pitch. While President Obama has repeatedly emphasized his
Administration’s commitment to transparency and the rule of law, nowhere has this resolve been so quickly
and severely tested than with the issue of the possible prosecution of Bush Administration officials. While
some worry that without legal consequences there will be no effective deterrence for the repetition of future
transgressions of justice committed at the highest levels of government, others echo Obama’s seemingly
reluctant stance on launching an investigation into allegations of criminal wrongdoing by former President
Bush, Vice President Cheney, Secretary Rumsfeld, and members of the Office of Legal Counsel. Indeed,
even some of the Bush Administration’s harshest critics suggest that we should avoid such confrontations,
that the price of political division is too high. Measured or partisan, scholarly or journalistic, clearly the
debate about accountability for the alleged crimes of the Bush Administration will continue for some time.

Using this debate as its jumping off point, When Governments Break the Law takes an interdisciplinary
approach to the legal challenges posed by the criminal wrongdoing of governments. But this book is not an
indictment of the Bush Administration; rather, the contributors take distinct positions for and against the
proposition, offering revealing reasons and illuminating alternatives. The contributors do not ask the
substantive question of whether any Bush Administration officials, in fact, violated the law, but rather the
procedural, legal, political, and cultural questions of what it would mean either to pursue criminal
prosecutions or to refuse to do so. By presuming that officials could be prosecuted, these essays address
whether they should.

When Governments Break the Law provides a valuable and timely commentary on what is likely to be an
ongoing process of understanding the relationship between politics and the rule of law in times of crisis.

Contributors: Claire Finkelstein, Lisa Hajjar, Daniel Herwitz, Stephen Holmes, Paul Horwitz, Nasser
Hussain, Austin Sarat, and Stephen I. Vladeck.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this When
Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law and the Prosecution of the Bush Administration book since
this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Allison Stiffler:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book When Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law and the Prosecution of the
Bush Administration it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Meredith Daugherty:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying When Governments Break
the Law: The Rule of Law and the Prosecution of the Bush Administration that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick When
Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law and the Prosecution of the Bush Administration become your
personal starter.

Brian Pena:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of When Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law
and the Prosecution of the Bush Administration can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking
out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of



book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let me have When Governments Break the Law: The Rule of Law and the Prosecution of the Bush
Administration.
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