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At first glance, the Ford Foundation and the black power movement would make an unlikely partnership.
After the Second World War, the renowned Foundation was the largest philanthropic organization in the
United States and was dedicated to projects of liberal reform. Black power ideology, which promoted self-
determination over color-blind assimilation, was often characterized as radical and divisive. But Foundation
president McGeorge Bundy chose to engage rather than confront black power's challenge to racial liberalism
through an ambitious, long-term strategy to foster the "social development" of racial minorities. The Ford
Foundation not only bankrolled but originated many of the black power era's hallmark legacies: community
control of public schools, ghetto-based economic development initiatives, and race-specific arts and cultural
organizations.

In Top Down, Karen Ferguson explores the consequences of this counterintuitive and unequal relationship
between the liberal establishment and black activists and their ideas. In essence, the white liberal effort to
reforge a national consensus on race had the effect of remaking racial liberalism from the top down—a
domestication of black power ideology that still flourishes in current racial politics. Ultimately, this new
racial liberalism would help foster a black leadership class—including Barack Obama—while
accommodating the intractable inequality that first drew the Ford Foundation to address the "race problem."
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

With other case, little persons like to read book Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the
Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America). You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Top Down: The
Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern
America). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Mary Oliveras:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the
Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) ended up being making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The e-book Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism
(Politics and Culture in Modern America) is not only giving you far more new information but also to be
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial
Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Mike Costello:

The reserve untitled Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial
Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics
and Culture in Modern America) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Michael Berube:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They



go to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish
for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Top Down: The Ford Foundation,
Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) can make
you sense more interested to read.
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