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In 1796, the Jews of St. Thomas founded the first Jewish congregation on this Caribbean island. By 1803,
new arrivals from England, France, and the neighboring islands of St. Eustatius and Curacao increased the
original number from a handful of congregants to twenty-two families. Their small synagogue was destroyed
by fires and rebuilt several times. The congregation numbered sixty-four families by the time the present
synagogue was erected in 1833. It is by now the oldest synagogue in continuous use under the American
flag. The congregation was also among the first to receive copies of the new West London Reform liturgy
when it came out in 1841 and the first in this hemisphere to hold a Jewish confirmation ceremony, two years
later. In addition, the St. Thomas Synagogue has produced its own unigue religious literature relating to
hurricanes!

While the synagogue has served for over 200 years as a central religious and social gathering place, the Jews
of St. Thomas have been highly mobile members of a progressive, cosmopolitan society that at times rivaled
any in the world. As an accepted part of the larger community, members were accomplished, model citizens
in ahighly tolerant Danish colonia society. Jewstook positions in government, served as auctioneers,
participated in the local Masonic lodges, and represented other countries as consulsin St. Thomas. Astraders
in a mercantile culture, the Jews contributed to the activity of one of the world' s busiest harbors and played a
crucia rolein St. Thomas's nineteenth-century rise to prominence in the northern Caribbean.
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From reader reviews:
Evan Hinson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Through the Sands of Time
(Brandeis Seriesin American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) iskind of guide which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

David Rivera:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
hereis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Through the Sands of Time (Brandeis Seriesin American Jewish
History, Culture, and Life) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

CharlesMoreno:

The book untitled Through the Sands of Time (Brandeis Seriesin American Jewish History, Culture, and
Life) contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do nhot worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

ArleneFarrar:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. Aswe
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring usto around the
world. With the book Through the Sands of Time (Brandeis Seriesin American Jewish History, Culture, and
Life) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life at this time book Through the Sands of Time (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture,
and Life). Y ou can more desirable than now.
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