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He was the Sultan of Swat. The Caliph of Clout. The Wizard of Whack. The Bambino. And simply, to his
teammates, the Big Bam. From the award-winning author of the New York Times bestseller Ted Williams
comes the thoroughly original, definitively ambitious, and exhilaratingly colorful biography of the largest
legend ever to loom in baseball—and in the history of organized sports.

“[Montville is] one of America’s best sportswriters.” —Chicago Tribune

Babe Ruth was more than baseball’s original superstar. For eighty-five years, he has remained the sport’s
reigning titan. He has been named Athlete of the Century . . . more than once. But who was this large, loud,
enigmatic man? Why is so little known about his childhood, his private life, and his inner thoughts? In The
Big Bam, Leigh Montville, whose recent New York Times bestselling biography of Ted Williams garnered
glowing reviews and offered an exceptionally intimate look at Williams’s life, brings his trademark touch to
this groundbreaking, revelatory portrait of the Babe.

Based on newly discovered documents and interviews—including pages from Ruth’s personal scrapbooks
—The Big Bam traces Ruth’s life from his bleak childhood in Baltimore to his brash entrance into
professional baseball, from Boston to New York and into the record books as the world’s most explosive
slugger and cultural luminary. Montville explores every aspect of the man, paying particular attention to the
myths that have always surrounded him. Did he really hit the “called shot” homer in the 1932 World Series?
Were his home runs really “the farthest balls ever hit” in countless ballparks around the country? Was he
really part black—making him the first African American professional baseball superstar? And was Ruth the
high-octane, womanizing, heavy-drinking “fatso” of legend . . . or just a boyish, rudderless quasi-orphan who
did, in fact, take his training and personal conditioning quite seriously?

At a time when modern baseball is grappling with hyper-inflated salaries, free agency, and assorted
controversies, The Big Bam brings back the pure glory days of the game. Leigh Montville operates at the
peak of his abilities, exploring Babe Ruth in a way that intimately, and poignantly, illuminates a most
remarkable figure.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Big Bam:
The Life and Times of Babe Ruth book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Caleb Jones:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Big Bam: The Life and Times of Babe Ruth as your
daily resource information.

Willie Alford:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Big Bam: The Life and Times of Babe Ruth can be good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Amanda Stone:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication The Big Bam: The Life and Times of Babe Ruth was filled in relation
to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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