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For a century and a half, Abraham Lincoln's signing of the Emancipation Proclamation has been the
dominant narrative of African American freedom in the Civil War era. However, David Williams suggests
that this portrayal marginalizes the role that African American slaves played in freeing themselves. At the
Civil War's outset, Lincoln made clear his intent was to save the Union rather than free slaves - despite his
personal distaste for slavery, he claimed no authority to interfere with the institution. By the second year of
the war, though, when the Union army was in desperate need of black support, former slaves who escaped to
Union lines struck a bargain: they would fight for the Union if it committed itself to freedom. Williams
importantly demonstrates that freedom was not simply the absence of slavery but rather a dynamic process
enacted by self-emancipated African American refugees, which compelled Lincoln to modify his war aims
and place black freedom at the center of his wartime policies.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Gray:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled I Freed Myself:
African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Pamela Watkins:

The book I Freed Myself: African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book I Freed Myself: African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era? Some of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book I Freed Myself: African American Self-
Emancipation in the Civil War Era has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Henry Perry:

Exactly why? Because this I Freed Myself: African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

John Dinwiddie:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be I Freed Myself: African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War
Era why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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