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When people experience a traumatic event, such as war or the threat of annihilation, they often turn to
history for stories that promise a positive outcome to their suffering. During World War II, the French took
comfort in the story of Joan of Arc and her heroic efforts to rid France of foreign occupation. To bring the
Joan narrative more into line with current circumstances, popular retellings modified the original story so
that what people believed took place in the past was often quite different from what actually occurred.

Paul A. Cohen believes this interplay between story and history is a worldwide phenomenon found in
countries of radically different cultural, religious, and social character. He focuses on Serbia, Israel, the
Soviet Union, China, Great Britain, and France, all of which experienced severe crises in the twentieth
century and, in response, appropriated age-old historical narratives that resonated with what was happening
in the present to serve a unifying, restorative purpose.

A central theme in the book is the distinction between popular memory and history. Although vitally
important to historians, this distinction is routinely blurred in people's minds, and the historian's truth often
cannot compete with the power of a compelling story from the past, even when it has been seriously distorted
by myth or political manipulation. Cohen concludes by suggesting that the patterns of interaction he probes,
given their near universality, may well be rooted in certain human propensities that transcend cultural
difference.
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From reader reviews:

William Petterson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book History and Popular
Memory: The Power of Story in Moments of Crisis. All type of book would you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Michael Auten:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs
but the problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This History and Popular
Memory: The Power of Story in Moments of Crisis is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Princess Bequette:

This book untitled History and Popular Memory: The Power of Story in Moments of Crisis to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Ophelia Ellis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The History and Popular Memory: The Power of Story in Moments of Crisis provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.
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