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In this book, scholars and church and synagogue leaders examine religious affiliation in contemporary
America. Their essays explore the dynamics of congregational affiliation: the motivations which impel
people to join a congregation, drop out or remain unaffiliated; the practices within churches and synagogues
which attract or repel membership; and the ways in which contextual religious, social, and cultural factors
influence patterns of congregational affiliation. The book is principally concerned with churches and
synagogues in the more liberal denominations of Christianity and Judaism, those where the greatest
membership losses are occurring.

Over the past few decades membership in mainline churches in the United States has declined, with some
groups losing more than 20 percent of their membership. Similarly, four decades ago, 60 percent of all
American Jews were religiously affiliated; today that number is below 40 percent. This book seeks not only
to explain the reasons for declines in affiliation, but also to propose approaches that may combat the decline
and showcase studies of congregations that have succeeded in holding their memberships. This work will be
of great interest to scholars of religion in America as well as clerics, rabbis, and others actively involved in
congregational life.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Elliott:

The book Church and Synagogue Affiliation: Theory, Research, and Practice (Contributions to the Study of
Religion) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make reading a book Church and Synagogue Affiliation: Theory, Research, and Practice
(Contributions to the Study of Religion) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like open and read a e-book Church and Synagogue Affiliation: Theory, Research, and Practice
(Contributions to the Study of Religion). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Michelle Favors:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Church and
Synagogue Affiliation: Theory, Research, and Practice (Contributions to the Study of Religion) to read.

Trudy Clark:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Church and
Synagogue Affiliation: Theory, Research, and Practice (Contributions to the Study of Religion) suitable to
you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Church and Synagogue
Affiliation: Theory, Research, and Practice (Contributions to the Study of Religion)is the main of several
books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Rick Beard:

Beside this kind of Church and Synagogue Affiliation: Theory, Research, and Practice (Contributions to the
Study of Religion) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Church and Synagogue
Affiliation: Theory, Research, and Practice (Contributions to the Study of Religion) because this book offers



to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
also read it from right now!
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