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By May of 1863, the Stone Wall at the base of Marye’s Heights above Fredericksburg loomed large over the
Army of the Potomac, haunting its men with memories of slaughter from their crushing defeat there the
previous December. They would assault it again with a very different result the following spring when
General Joe Hooker, bogged down in bloody battle with the Army of Northern Virginia around the
crossroads of Chancellorsville, ordered John Sedgwick’s Sixth Corps to assault the heights and move to his
assistance. This time the Union troops wrested the wall and high ground from the Confederates and drove
west into the enemy’s rear. The inland drive stalled in heavy fighting at Salem Church. Chancellorsville’s
Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863 is the first book-
length study of these overlooked engagements and the central roles they played in the final Southern victory.

Once Hooker opened the campaign with a brilliant march around General Lee’s left flank, the Confederate
commander violated military principles by dividing his under-strength army in the face of superior numbers.
He shuttled most of his men west from around Fredericksburg under Stonewall Jackson to meet Hooker in
the tangles of the Wilderness, leaving behind a small portion to watch Sedgwick’s Sixth Corps. Jackson’s
devastating attack against Hooker’s exposed right flank on May 2, however, convinced the Union army
commander to order Sedgwick’s large, unused corps to break through and march against Lee’s rear. From
that point on, Chancellorsville’s Forgotten Front tightens the lens for a thorough examination of the
decision-making, movements, and fighting that led to the breakthrough, inland thrust, and ultimate bloody
stalemate at Salem Church.

Authors Chris Mackowski and Kristopher D. White have long appreciated the pivotal roles Second
Fredericksburg and Salem Church played in the campaign, and just how close the Southern army came to
grief—and the Union army to stunning success. Together they seamlessly weave their extensive newspaper,
archival, and firsthand research into a compelling narrative to better understand these combats, which usually
garner little more than a footnote to the larger story of Jackson’s march and tragic fatal wounding.

The success at Second Fredericksburg was one of the Union army’s few bright spots in the campaign, while
the setback at Salem Church stands as its most devastating lost opportunity. Instead of being trapped between
the Sixth Corps’ hammer and “Fighting Joe” Hooker’s anvil, Lee overcame long odds to achieve what is
widely recognized as his greatest victory. But Lee’s triumph played out as it did because of the pivotal events
at Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church—Chancellorsville’s forgotten front—where Union soldiers
once more faced the horror of an indomitable wall of stone, and an undersized Confederate division stood up
to a Union juggernaut.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second
Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863.

Omar Hinojosa:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second
Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Willie McCall:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of
Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863 can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and
Salem Church, May 3, 1863.

Debra Daniel:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Chancellorsville's Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second
Fredericksburg and Salem Church, May 3, 1863 was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of



book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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