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During the Civil War era, black and white North Carolinians were forced to fundamentally reinterpret the
morality of suicide, divorce, and debt as these experiences became pressing issues throughout the region and
nation. In Moments of Despair, David Silkenat explores these shifting sentiments.

Antebellum white North Carolinians stigmatized suicide, divorce, and debt, but the Civil War undermined
these entrenched attitudes, forcing a reinterpretation of these issues in a new social, cultural, and economic
context in which they were increasingly untethered from social expectations. Black North Carolinians, for
their part, used emancipation to lay the groundwork for new bonds of community and their own
interpretation of social frameworks. Silkenat argues that North Carolinians' attitudes differed from those of
people outside the South in two respects. First, attitudes toward these cultural practices changed more
abruptly and rapidly in the South than in the rest of America, and second, the practices were interpreted
through a prism of race. Drawing upon a robust and diverse body of sources, including insane asylum
records, divorce petitions, bankruptcy filings, diaries, and personal correspondence, this innovative study
describes a society turned upside down as a consequence of a devastating war.
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From reader reviews:

Salina Juarez:

Here thing why this specific Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North
Carolina are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and
Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in
Civil War Era North Carolina. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil
War Era North Carolina in e-book can be your choice.

Ronald Walker:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in
Civil War Era North Carolina giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Avril Morris:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North
Carolina can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Annie Hiatt:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and



Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the publication Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil
War Era North Carolina can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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