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Between May 1948 and December 1951, Israel received approximately 684,000 immigrants from across the
globe. The arrival of so many ethnic, linguistic, and cultural groups to such a small place in such a short time
was unprecedented and the new country was ill-prepared to absorb its new citizens. The first years of the
state were marked by war, agricultural failure, a housing crisis, health epidemics, a terrible culture clash, and
a struggle between the religious authorities and the secular government over who was going to control the
state.

In From India to Israel, Joseph Hodes examines Israel's first decades through the perspective of an Indian
Jewish community, the Bene Israel, who would go on to play an important role in the creation of the state.
He describes how a community of relatively high status and free from persecution under the British Raj left
the recently independent India for fear of losing status, only to encounter bias and prejudice in their new
country. In 1960, a decision made by the religious authorities to ban the Bene Israel from marrying other
Jews on the grounds that they were not "pure Jews" set in motion a civil rights struggle between the Indian
community and the religious authority with far-reaching implications. After a drawn-out struggle, and under
pressure from both the government and the people, the Bene Israel were declared acceptable for marriage.

A detailed look at how one immigrant community fought to maintain their place within a religion and a
society, From India to Israel raises important questions about the state of Israel and its earliest struggles to
absorb the diversity in its midst.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas West:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book From India to Israel: Identity,
Immigration, and the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion,
Series Two). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Louie Laforge:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration,
and the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion, Series Two)
book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Chris Boos:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration, and the Struggle
for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion, Series Two) can give you a lot of
close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration, and the Struggle
for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion, Series Two).

Richard Powe:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration, and
the Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion, Series Two) to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and study it.
Beside that the reserve From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration, and the Struggle for Religious Equality



(McGill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion, Series Two) can to be your new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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