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Since the eighteenth century, classical scholars have generally agreed that the Greek playwright
Aristophanes did not as a matter of course write "political" plays. Yet, according to an anonymous Life of
Aristophanes, when Dionysius the tyrant of Syracuse wanted to know about the government of Athens, Plato
sent him a copy of Aristophanes' Clouds.

In this boldly revisionist work, Michael Vickers convincingly argues that in his earlier plays, Aristophanes in
fact commented on the day-to-day political concerns of Athenians. Vickers reads the first six of
Aristophanes' eleven extant plays in a way that reveals the principal characters to be based in large part on
Pericles and his ward Alcibiades.

According to Vickers, the plays of Aristophanes—far from being nonpolitical—actually allow us to gauge
the reaction of the Athenian public to the events that followed Pericles' death in 429 B.C., to the struggle for
the political succession, and to the problems presented by Alcibiades' emergence as one of the most powerful
figures in the state. This view of Aristophanes reaffirms the central role of allegory in his work and
challenges all students of ancient Greece to rethink long-held assumptions about this important playwright.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

The actual book Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in
Aristophanes' Early Plays is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Kenneth Williams:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early
Plays can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Richard Redd:

Beside this kind of Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Jose Batey:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in
Aristophanes' Early Plays to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book
and read it. Beside that the book Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays can to be
your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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