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Consider this court case: a defendant has traded a gun for drugs, and there is a criminal sentencing provision
that stipulates an enhanced punishment if the defendant “uses” a firearm “during and in relation to a drug
trafficking crime.” Buying the drugs was obviously a crime—but can it be said that the defendant actually
“used” the gun during the crime? This sort of question is at the heart of legal interpretation.

 

Legal interpretation is built around one key question: by what standard should legal texts be interpreted? The
traditional doctrine is that words should be given their “ordinary meaning”: words in legal texts should be
interpreted in light of accepted standards of communication. Yet often, courts fail to properly consider
context, refer to unsuitable dictionary definitions, or otherwise misconceive how the ordinary meaning of
words should be determined. In this book, Brian Slocum builds his argument for a new method of
interpretation by asking glaring, yet largely ignored, questions. What makes one particular meaning the
“ordinary” one, and how exactly do courts conceptualize the elements of ordinary meaning? Ordinary
Meaning provides a much-needed, revised framework, boldly instructing those involved with the law in how
the components of ordinary meaning should properly be identified and developed in our modern legal
system.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Ordinary
Meaning: A Theory of the Most Fundamental Principle of Legal Interpretation? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Micheal McDonough:

The book Ordinary Meaning: A Theory of the Most Fundamental Principle of Legal Interpretation make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a
book Ordinary Meaning: A Theory of the Most Fundamental Principle of Legal Interpretation for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Ordinary Meaning: A
Theory of the Most Fundamental Principle of Legal Interpretation. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Hector Medlin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Ordinary
Meaning: A Theory of the Most Fundamental Principle of Legal Interpretation is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Kaye Reynolds:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Ordinary Meaning: A Theory of the Most Fundamental
Principle of Legal Interpretation was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Ordinary Meaning: A Theory of the Most Fundamental Principle of Legal Interpretation has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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