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Roughly sixty-five years ago, a group of political scientists operating as the "Committee on Political Parties’
of the American Political Association thought long and hard about whether the American parties were
adequately serving their democracy, and made specific recommendations for improvements. Comparing the
parties of this country to those of Great Britain, the Committee found the American parties to be lacking in
such fundamentals as clear policy differences, strong and effective organization, and unity of purpose among
each party’ s representatives in public offices.

Starting from that background, this book is intended to significantly enhance students' understanding of the
American parties today by putting them in broader context. How do the twenty-first century Democrats and
Republicans compare to the APSA Commiittee’ s "responsible parties model" of the mid-twentieth? And how
do the American parties compare to parties of other democracies around the world, including especialy the
British parties?

Harmel, Giebert, and Janda answer those questions and, in the process, demonstrate that the American
parties have moved significantly in the direction of the responsible parties model, but while showing little
inclination for implementing the greater discipline the Committee thought essential. Already having provided
as much ideological choice as the British parties, the US parties have now edged closer on the other critical
requirement of legislative cohesion. The authors show that the latter has resulted "naturally” from the greater
homogenization of the meaning of "Democrat” and "Republican” across the country, both within the
electorate and now within Congress as well. The dramatic increase in cohesion is not the product of greater
party discipline, but rather of sectoral realignments.
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From reader reviews:
Bob Pratt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled American Partiesin Context: Comparative and Historical
Analysis. Try to make the book American Partiesin Context: Comparative and Historical Analysis as your
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Elena Sparrow:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for al peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book American Parties in Context:
Comparative and Historical Analysis. All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Stephen Radl:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
aren't like that. This American Parties in Context: Comparative and Historical Analysis book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding American Parties in Context: Comparative and Historical Analysis content conveys the idea easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
such asit. So, do you nonethel ess thinking American Partiesin Context: Comparative and Historical
Analysisis not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Bernice Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The American Parties in Context:
Comparative and Historical Analysisiskind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.
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