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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject Ethnology / Cultural Anthropology, grade: 1,3, University
of Heidelberg (Institut für Ethnologie), course: Sorcery and Witchcraft in South Asia: Theories and Practices
of the Occult, language: English, abstract: To most people growing up in a Western cultural setting, magic,
sorcery and witchcraft hold a certain fascination. There always seems to be something mysterious,
extraordinary, even risky to the named issues, probably because we just don’t face them in everyday life.
Anthropology shares this fascination for the following reasons: “cross-cultural prevalence, frequent cultural
prominence, paradoxical attributes, no doubt the attraction of the exotic, and the potential for testing theories
about belief and social action” (Levine 1982: 259). In this paper, I will focus mainly on the subject of
witchcraft without disregarding important links to magic and sorcery. Central questions are: What is
witchcraft? Under what circumstances does witchcraft appear? Why do people accuse others of it or confess
to witchcraft themselves? How does witchcraft relate to the social structure, economics, politics and personal
affairs of the members of a society?
There have been different answers to those questions since the first papers on magic, sorcery, and witchcraft
have been written in the late 19th and early 20th century. In chapter 2, I will therefore present a historical
overview of the most important approaches in general which are also especially important for this study.
Theories by Frazer, Tylor, Malinowski, Evans- Pritchard and Douglas will be sketched out. Beforehand I
will try to discern the concepts of magic, witchcraft and sorcery in chapter 1 and name their most important
aspects. This differ-entiation is important to do, since the meanings of the named terms have changed over
the decades and there is still a bit of disaccord or confusion in the use and understanding of them today. In
chapter 3, I will give a résumé of the monography 'The Witch-Hunt; or: a Triumph of Morality' by F.G.
Bailey which is based on his fieldwork in an Indian village in 1953. He uses several anthropological
approaches to explain and interpret the exceptional events that have taken place, drawing on functional,
structural and psychological theories. Also in chapter 3, I will point out how Bailey provides empiric
examples for theories stated by great anthropolo- gists over the decades. Lastly, I will draw a conclusion and
try to answer the questions I posed above.
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From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Theories of Witchcraft
in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Benjamin Holmes:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer connected with Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' content
conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G.
Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Samuel Lashley:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Theories of
Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-
Hunt'is the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Mary Tobin:

The book untitled Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition



to order it. Have a nice go through.
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