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When eighteenth-century American men described "with a swelling of the heart" their friendships with other
men, addressing them as "lovely boy" and "dearly beloved," celebrating the "ardent affection” that knit their
heartsin "indissoluble bonds of fraternal love," their families, neighbors, and acquaintances would have been
neither surprised nor disturbed.

Richard Godbeer's groundbreaking new book examines loving and sentimental friendships among men in the
colonial and revolutionary periods. Inspired in part by the eighteenth-century culture of sensibility and in
part by religious models, these rel ationships were not only important to the personal happiness of those
involved but also had broader social, religious, and political significance.

Godbeer shows that in the aftermath of Independence, patriots drafted a central place for male friendship in
their social and political blueprint for the new republic. American revolutionaries stressed the importance of
the family in the era of self-government, reimagining it in ways appropriate to a new and democratized era.
They thus shifted attention away from patriarchal authority to a more egalitarian model of brotherly
collaboration. In striving to explore the inner emotional lives of early Americans, Godbeer succeedsin
presenting an entirely fresh perspective on the personal relationships and political structures of the period.

Scholars have long recognized the importance of same-sex friendships among women, but thisis the first
book to examine the broad significance ascribed to loving friendships among men during this formative
period of American history. Using an array of personal and public writings, The Overflowing of Friendship
will transform our understanding of early American manhood as well as challenge us to reconsider the ways
we think about gender in this period.
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From reader reviews:
LillieLevine

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of
the American Republic. Try to make the book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the
Creation of the American Republic as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So,
we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Elida Allman:

Often the book The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American
Republic hasalot info on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Angel Sherrill:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
book you have read is The Overflowing of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American
Republic.

Victor Loy:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Overflowing of
Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to always be success
person. So, for al you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Overflowing
of Friendship: Love between Men and the Creation of the American Republic become your starter.
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