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The Liberal Imagination is one of the most admired and influential works of criticism of the last century, a
work that is not only a masterpiece of literary criticism but an important statement about politics and society.
Published in 1950, one of the chillier moments of the Cold War, Trilling’s essays examine the promise —and
limits—of liberalism, challenging the complacency of a naïve liberal belief in rationality, progress, and the
panaceas of economics and other social sciences, and asserting in their stead the irreducible complexity of
human motivation and the tragic inevitability of tragedy. Only the imagination, Trilling argues, can give us
access and insight into these realms and only the imagination can ground a reflective and considered, rather
than programmatic and dogmatic, liberalism.

Writing with acute intelligence about classics like Huckleberry Finn and the novels of Henry James and F.
Scott Fitzgerald, but also on such varied matters as the Kinsey Report and money in the American
imagination, Trilling presents a model of the critic as both part of and apart from his society, a defender of
the reflective life that, in our ever more rationalized world, seems ever more necessary—and ever more
remote.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Liberal Imagination (New York Review Books Classics). Try to make
the book The Liberal Imagination (New York Review Books Classics) as your good friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

John Loya:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Liberal Imagination (New York Review
Books Classics) ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Liberal Imagination (New York
Review Books Classics) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with the book The Liberal Imagination (New York Review Books Classics). You never experience lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Arnulfo Walls:

This The Liberal Imagination (New York Review Books Classics) are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Liberal Imagination (New York Review Books
Classics) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this The Liberal Imagination (New York Review Books Classics) giving you an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Theresa Tompkins:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you



have read is actually The Liberal Imagination (New York Review Books Classics).
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