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When the Afrikaners (Boers) migrated northward from the Cape to escape British rule, they enountered the
Zulu people. To protect their claims, the Boers formed the laager, a circle of wagons. As years passed, the
laager acquired wider political dimensions and became a symbol of Afrikaner determination to survive under
hostile conditions. Ian D. Smith, last colonial leader of Zimbabwe from 1964 to 1979, and F. W. de Klerk,
the last white president of South Africa from 1988 to 1994, were the last defenders of the laager on the
African continent. Rising nationalism and the devastation of civil war would eventually force these leaders to
abandon the colonial systems that they had inherited from their predecessors.

The study details the origins and development of the laager system in Africa. It discusses how and why
previously successful tactics to maintain the system would fail amidst the rising African nationalism of the
late 20th century. The focus of each of the eight chapters alternates between Smith and de Klerk and
examines the efforts of each to overcome unanticipated challenges.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Davis:

The book The Last Defenders of the Laager: Ian D. Smith and F. W. de Klerk can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Last
Defenders of the Laager: Ian D. Smith and F. W. de Klerk? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book The Last Defenders of the Laager: Ian D. Smith and F. W. de Klerk has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Bettie Hentges:

The reserve untitled The Last Defenders of the Laager: Ian D. Smith and F. W. de Klerk is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Last Defenders of the
Laager: Ian D. Smith and F. W. de Klerk from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Roger Alford:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually The Last Defenders of the Laager: Ian D. Smith and F. W. de Klerk.

Curtis Swasey:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Last Defenders of the
Laager: Ian D. Smith and F. W. de Klerk which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.
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