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Professor Lévi-Strauss’s first major work, Les Structures élémentaires de la Parenté, has acquired a classic
reputation since its original publication in 1949; and it has become the constant focus of academic debate
about central theoretical concerns in social anthropology. It is, however, a long and difficult book for many
students to read in French, and its arguments have consequently become known, even among professional
anthropologists, largely through critical analysis. It was republished in a revised French edition in 1967 with
a new foreword by the author, and it is this text with his further emendations that has been used in this
translation.

Lévi-Strauss applies his intellectual powers to the perennial problem of incest, which he elucidates by means
of the concept of exchange as formulated by Marcel Mauss in his famous analysis of the gift (Essai sur le
don, 1925). He distinguishes two elementary modes of exchange which govern not only the conventional
variety of goods and services but also the transfer of women in marriage: these are “restricted” and
“generalized” exchange. With a mass of ethnographic evidence he demonstrates how the formidable
intricacy of marriage customs, comprising moral and jural ideas and institutions (which appear to be
essentially arbitrary), can be seen as local and historical rules of exchange.

Charles Lévi-Strauss traces these rules throughout a vast range of simple societies, chiefly in Australia and
mainland Southeast Asia but also in the Americas, in Oceania, and in other parts of the world. To this survey
he adds two extended sections on the great civilizations of China and India. He continues with a briefer
consideration of the passage from elementary to complex structures, with particular reference to African
societies, and concludes with a stimulating chapter on the principles of kinship, exchange as the universal
basis for marriage prohibitions, and the formal relations between the sexes as part of a universe of
communication.

Although much of the work is technical, consisting of detailed analyses of types of social organization with
which social anthropologists will be most familiar, it also contains much that will be of interest to
psychologists, linguists, and philosophers, and to all who are interested in the possibility and the technique of
the structural analysis of human activity. After the successes, moreover, of Lévi-Strauss’s subsequent
books—notably Structural Anthropology, Tristes Tropiques, Totemism, and The Savage Mind—this new
edition of the work which founded his present outstanding reputation will have additional value as a further
means of contact with one of the original minds of this century.

The translation has been made by James Harle Bell and John Richard von Sturmer, of the University of New
England, Australia, and by Rodney Needham, of the University of Oxford. Dr. Needham also acted as
general editor and supplied the work with a new general index. He is the translator of Lévi-Strauss’s Le
Totemisme aujourd’hui and author of Structure and Sentiment (1962) and numerous papers which have
contributed to the recognition of Professor Lévi-Strauss’s work in the English-speaking world.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Warfield:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The
Elementary Structures of Kinship? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Alan Castorena:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Elementary Structures of Kinship can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Stephen Thrush:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Elementary Structures of Kinship e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Elementary Structures of Kinship as good
book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book
by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Mary Benoit:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Elementary
Structures of Kinship which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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