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In 1889 uniformed post-boys were discovered moonlighting in a West End brothel frequented by men of the
upper classes. The Cleveland Street Scandal erupted and Victorian Britain faced the possibility that the Post
Office-a bureaucratic backbone of nation and empire-was inspiring and servicing subversive sexual behavior.
However, the unlikely alliance between sex and the postal service was not exactly the news the sensational
press made it out to be. Postal Pleasures explores the relationship between illicit sex and the Royal Mail from
reforms initiated in 1840 up to the imperial end of the nineteenth century. With a combination of historical
details and literary analyses, Kate Thomas illustrates how the postal network, its uniformed employees, and
its material trappings-envelopes, postmarks, stamps-were used to signal and circulate sexual intrigue. For
many, the idea of an envelope promiscuously jostling its neighbors in a post boys bag, or the notion that
secrets passed through the eyes and fingers of telegraph girls, was more stimulating than the actual contents
of correspondence. Writers like Anthony Trollope, Eliza Lynn Lynton, Henry James, Oscar Wilde, Arthur
Conan Doyle, and others, invoked the postal system as both an instrument and a metaphor for sexual
relations that crossed and double-crossed lines of class, marriage, and heterosexuality. Postal Pleasures adds
a new dimension to studies of the era as it uncovers the unlikely linkage between the Victorian Post Office
and the queer networks it inspired.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Postal Pleasures: Sex,
Scandal, and Victorian Letters suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The
book untitled Postal Pleasures: Sex, Scandal, and Victorian Lettersis one of several books which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Paula Jackson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Postal Pleasures: Sex, Scandal, and Victorian Letters can be your answer since it can be read
by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Dewey Rascon:

This Postal Pleasures: Sex, Scandal, and Victorian Letters is new way for you who has attention to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Postal Pleasures: Sex, Scandal, and
Victorian Letters can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better
life and also knowledge.

Carol Stripling:

You may get this Postal Pleasures: Sex, Scandal, and Victorian Letters by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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