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Although the 1956 Hungarian uprising failed to liberate the country from Soviet domination, it became a
symbol of freedom for people throughout Eastern Europe and beyond. Labeling the events a
counterrevolution, communist authorities exacted revenge in two years of terror and intimidation. Then, for
the next thirty years, they pursued a policy of forced forgetting, attempting to obliterate public memory of
the events. As communism unraveled in the late 1980s, the 1956 revolution was resurrected as inspiration for
a new political order.

In Imagining Postcommunism, Beverly James demonstrates how 1956 became a foundational myth
according to which the bloody events of that fall led to the ceremonial reburial of the martyred prime
minister Imre Nagy in 1989, free elections in 1990, and the withdrawal of the last Soviet soldiers on June 19,
1991. She shows how museums, monuments, and holiday rituals have aided the construction of a new
Hungary through the reclamation and expression of competing memories of the critical events of 1956.

Surveying the dazzling array of ceremonies, exhibitions, and memorials commemorating the revolution and
its heros, James invites readers to consider the difference between the communist regime’s master narrative
of 1956, with its smug, false unity, and the multiple, polemical stories woven by competing political forces
in postcommunist Hungary.

A thoughtful application of communication and historical theories on the uses of memory, this study offers a
unique perspective on a crucial episode in the history of Eastern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Smith:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Imagining Postcommunism: Visual
Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Mathew Holstein:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Imagining
Postcommunism: Visual Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series
on Eastern Europe) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Imagining Postcommunism: Visual Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution
(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe)is the main of several books that will everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you
will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Danica Johnson:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Imagining
Postcommunism: Visual Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series
on Eastern Europe) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Corey Cook:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By book Imagining Postcommunism: Visual Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia &
Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Imagining Postcommunism: Visual



Narratives of Hungary's 1956 Revolution (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe). You
can more pleasing than now.
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