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Though Alexander the Great lived more than seventeen centuries before the onset of Iberian expansion into
Muslim Africa and Asia, he loomed large in the literature of late medieval and early modern Portugal and
Spain. Exploring little-studied chronicles, chivalric romances, novels, travelogues, and crypto-Muslim texts,
Vincent Barletta shows that the story of Alexander not only sowed the seeds of Iberian empire but
foreshadowed the decline of Portuguese and Spanish influence in the centuries to come.

Death in Babylon depicts Alexander as a complex symbol of Western domination, immortality, dissolution,
heroism, villainy, and death. But Barletta also shows that texts ostensibly celebrating the conqueror were
haunted by failure. Examining literary and historical works in Aljamiado, Castilian, Catalan, Greek, Latin,
and Portuguese, Death in Babylon develops a view of empire and modernity informed by the ethical
metaphysics of French phenomenologist Emmanuel Levinas. A novel contribution to the literature of empire
building, Death in Babylon provides a frame for the deep mortal anxiety that has infused and given shape to
the spread of imperial Europe from its very beginning.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Death in Babylon: Alexander the
Great and Iberian Empire in the Muslim Orient is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Andrew Thompson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Death
in Babylon: Alexander the Great and Iberian Empire in the Muslim Orient.

Jonathan Bean:

Often the book Death in Babylon: Alexander the Great and Iberian Empire in the Muslim Orient has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Loretta Pena:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book
that need more time to be go through. Death in Babylon: Alexander the Great and Iberian Empire in the
Muslim Orient can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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