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'Civil Society' has become a hot topic of debate in the last two decades, seen by many politicians and
academics as a key to achieving democratic renewal. This new study offers one of the first transnational
histories of civil society from the Enlightenment to the Great War, a period essential to understanding this
debate.

Using Alexis de Tocqueville's view on the exceptionalism of American democracy as his starting point,
Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann argues that American society was less exceptional than Tocqueville suggests,
given the enthusiasm for voluntary associations among practitioners of civil society in Britain, France,
Germany the Habsburg Empire and Russia. Hoffmann shows the transference and adaptation of ideas and
practices of civil society across national borders. By placing the tension between 'democracy' and 'civil
society' at the centre of the book, Hoffmann's account reveals the dilemmas of civil society and provides a
concise and incisive introduction to one of the key concepts in Global History.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Capps:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Civil Society: 1750-1914 (Studies in
European History) to read.

Paul Gay:

Civil Society: 1750-1914 (Studies in European History) can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Civil Society: 1750-
1914 (Studies in European History) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Kate Sutton:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Civil Society: 1750-1914 (Studies in
European History) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?

Eli Benton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Civil Society: 1750-1914 (Studies in European
History) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Civil Society: 1750-1914 (Studies in European History) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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