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 There's an old Yiddish saying: two people can keep a secret if one of them is dead. But two living people
could keep a secret--as long as one of them was Augie.

Augie Ratner, the proprietor of Augie's Theater Lounge & Bar on Hennepin Avenue, was the unofficial
mayor of Minneapolis's downtown strip in the 1940s and '50s. In a few blocks between the swanky clubs and
restaurants on Eighth Street and the sleazy flophouses and bars of the Gateway District, the city's shakers-
and-movers and shake-down artists mingled. Gangsters and celebrities, comedians and politicians, the rich
and the famous and the infamous--all of them met at Augie's: Jimmy Hoffa, Henny Youngman, Kid Cann,
John Dillinger, Jack Dempsey, Peggy Lee, Groucho Marx, Lenny Bruce, and Gypsy Rose Lee. Augie Ratner
knew everyone, and everyone knew and liked Augie, and they told him everything.

Mixing careful research with long suppressed family and community stories, Neal Karlen, Augie's great-
nephew, tells the real story of the seamy underside of Minneapolis, where Jewish mobsters controlled the
liquor trade, invented the point spread in sports betting, and ran national sports gambling operations. Even
after Mayor Hubert H. Humphrey supposedly cleaned up the town, organized crime quietly flourished. And
Augie was at the center, observing it all.

Neal Karlen has been a staff writer at Newsweek, a  Rolling Stone Contributing Editor, and a regular
contributor to the  The New York Times and a score of of other national publications. He is the author of eight
books.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Typically the book Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Latosha Page:

Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Dana Barker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the
King of the Hennepin Strip book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sylvester Perkins:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Augie's Secrets: The Minneapolis Mob and the King of the Hennepin Strip provide you
with a new experience in reading a book.
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