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As both a literary genre and a view of life, tragedy has from the very beginning spurred a dialogue between
poetry and philosophy. Plato famously banned tragedians from his ideal community because he believed that
their representations of vicious behavior could deform minds. Aristotle set out to answer Plato's objections,
arguing that fiction offers a faithful image of the truth and that it promotes emotional health through the
mechanism of catharsis. Aristotle's definition of tragedy actually had its greatest impact not on Greek tragedy
itself but on later Latin literature, beginning with the tragedies of the Roman poet and Stoic philosopher
Seneca (4 BC - AD 65). Scholarship over the last fifty years, however, has increasingly sought to identify in
Seneca's prose writings a Platonic poetics which is antagonistic toward tragedy and which might therefore
explain why Seneca's plays seem so often to present the failure of Stoicism. As Gregory Staley argues in this
book, when Senecan tragedy fails to stage virtue we should see in this not the failure of Stoicism but a Stoic
conception of tragedy as the right vehicle for imaging Seneca's familiar world of madmen and fools. Senecan
tragedy enacts Aristotle's conception of the genre as a vivid image of the truth and treats tragedy as a natural
venue in which to explore the human soul. Staley's reading of Seneca's plays draws on current scholarship
about Stoicism as well as on the writings of Renaissance authors like Sir Philip Sidney, who borrowed from
Seneca the word "idea" to designate what we would now label as a "theory" of tragedy. Seneca and the Idea
of Tragedy will appeal broadly to students and scholars of classics, ancient philosophy, and English
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Seneca and the
Idea of Tragedy. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as
well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Sandra Snyder:

The book Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Seneca and the Idea of
Tragedy? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Clyde King:

The publication untitled Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy is the guide that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Staci Luton:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy to make
your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the
publication Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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