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“Has there ever been a better reason to shop?” asks an ad for the Product RED American Express card,
telling members who use the card that buying “cappuccinos or cashmere” will help to fight AIDS in Africa.
Cofounded in 2006 by the rock star Bono, Product RED has been a particularly successful example of a new
trend in celebrity-driven international aid and development, one explicitly linked to commerce, not
philanthropy.

In Brand Aid, Lisa Ann Richey and Stefano Ponte offer a deeply informed and stinging critique of
“compassionate consumption.” Campaigns like Product RED and its precursors, such as Lance Armstrong’s
Livestrong and the pink-ribbon project in support of breast cancer research, advance the expansion of
consumption far more than they meet the needs of the people they ostensibly serve. At the same time, such
campaigns sell both the suffering of Africans with AIDS (in the case of Product RED) and the power of the
average consumer to ameliorate it through familiar and highly effective media representations.

Using Product RED as its focal point, this book explores how corporations like American Express, Armani,
Gap, and Hallmark promote compassionate consumption to improve their ethical profile and value without
significantly altering their business model, protecting themselves from the threat to their bottom lines posed
by a genuinely engaged consumer activism. Coupled with the phenomenon of celebrity activism and
expertise as embodied by Bono, Richey and Ponte argue that this “causumerism” represents a deeply
troubling shift in relief efforts, effectively delinking the relationship between capitalist production and global
poverty.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular Brand Aid: Shopping Well to Save the World (A
Quadrant Book) to read.

Mary Grays:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Brand Aid: Shopping Well to Save the World (A
Quadrant Book) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Pete Plaisance:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Brand Aid: Shopping Well to Save the World (A
Quadrant Book). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

David Creason:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Brand Aid: Shopping Well to Save
the World (A Quadrant Book).
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