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 "One moment, I was standing there with my buddies unloading a truck. The next moment, my ears picked
up the distinct `pssst' sound homing in on us....

"Hit the ground!" someone yelled.

"Right behind the first mortar was a second, then a third, then a fourth. They each slammed into the earth
with an enormous impact. The ground shook. The eight-story building above us shuddered, and we all
covered our heads when the windows blew out.

"As I lay there with glass and debris raining down on me, all I could think was, `Holy sh*t, what did I get
myself into?'"

President Bush is fond of saying, "When Iraq can stand up, America can stand down." A large part of
"standing up" is having a well-trained police force in place to maintain peace and order.

Why is it taking so long to put a solid police force together? How prepared are the Iraqis to carry out their
duties? What pitfalls are Americans facing as they try to get Iraqi police up to speed?

In this book Robert Cole--a retired California police officer hired by DynCorp as an international police
trainer--presents a vivid account of the challenges of training the Iraqis to handle their own security. In blunt,
everyday language, Cole gives the reader an unusually candid and often hair-raising glimpse into reality at
the street level as he and his colleagues navigate the dangerous sectors of Baghdad, Tikrit, and Kirkuk,
dodging explosions and bullets aimed at them by young, Iraqi, wannabe heroes.

Cole describes situations not shown in the media that fly in the face of the party line from Washington: men
in their sixties being hired as policemen, Iraqi detectives who extract information from people by ramming
toothpicks under their fingernails, officers suggesting that the best way to subdue potential suspects who flee
is by shooting them in the back, police hunkered down in their barracks who refuse to patrol neighborhoods
for fear of violence, an enemy that easily blends into a population armed to the teeth with loaded AK-47s,
and the routine frustrations of cultural and language barriers to communication.

In sharp contrast to the usual bromides about staying the course, Under the Gun in Iraq paints a brutally
realistic picture of the bleak, perilous road ahead. This is essential reading for all Americans seeking an
honest understanding of the dire situation in Iraq.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Under the Gun in Iraq: My Year
Training the Iraqi Police book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Yvonne Wagner:

This Under the Gun in Iraq: My Year Training the Iraqi Police is great guide for you because the content that
is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Under the Gun in Iraq: My Year Training the Iraqi Police in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within
ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Charles Green:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Under the Gun in Iraq: My
Year Training the Iraqi Police can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Daniel Caudle:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Under the Gun in Iraq: My Year Training the Iraqi Police can make you
experience more interested to read.
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