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Anna Politkovskaya, one of Russia’s most fearless journalists, was gunned down in a contract killing in
Moscow in the fall of 2006. Just before her death, Politkovskaya completed this searing, intimate record of
life in Russia from the parliamentary elections of December 2003 to the grim summer of 2005, when the
nation was still reeling from the horrors of the Beslan school siege. In A Russian Diary, Politkovskaya dares
to tell the truth about the devastation of Russia under Vladimir Putin–a truth all the more urgent since her
tragic death.
Writing with unflinching clarity, Politkovskaya depicts a society strangled by cynicism and corruption. As
the Russian elections draw near, Politkovskaya describes how Putin neutralizes or jails his opponents,
muzzles the press, shamelessly lies to the public–and then secures a sham landslide that plunges the populace
into mass depression. In Moscow, oligarchs blow thousands of rubles on nights of partying while Russian
soldiers freeze to death. Terrorist attacks become almost commonplace events. Basic freedoms dwindle
daily.

And then, in September 2004, armed terrorists take more than twelve hundred hostages in the Beslan school,
and a different kind of madness descends.
In prose incandescent with outrage, Politkovskaya captures both the horror and the absurdity of life in
Putin’s Russia: She fearlessly interviews a deranged Chechen warlord in his fortified lair. She records the
numb grief of a mother who lost a child in the Beslan siege and yet clings to the delusion that her son will
return home someday. The staggering ostentation of the new rich, the glimmer of hope that comes with the
organization of the Party of Soldiers’ Mothers, the mounting police brutality, the fathomless public
apathy–all are woven into Politkovskaya’s devastating portrait of Russia today.

“If anybody thinks they can take comfort from the ‘optimistic’ forecast, let them do so,” Politkovskaya
writes. “It is certainly the easier way, but it is also a death sentence for our grandchildren.”

A Russian Diary is testament to Politkovskaya’s ferocious refusal to take the easier way–and the terrible
price she paid for it. It is a brilliant, uncompromising exposé of a deteriorating society by one of the world’s
bravest writers.

Praise for Anna Politkovskaya
“Anna Politkovskaya defined the human conscience. Her relentless pursuit of the truth in the face of danger
and darkness testifies to her distinguished place in journalism–and humanity. This book deserves to be
widely read.”
–Christiane Amanpour, chief international correspondent, CNN

“Like all great investigative reporters, Anna Politkovskaya brought forward human truths that rewrote the
official story. We will continue to read her, and learn from her, for years.”
–Salman Rushdie

“Suppression of freedom of speech, of expression, reaches its savage ultimate in the murder of a writer.



Anna Politkovskaya refused to lie, in her work; her murder is a ghastly act, and an attack on world
literature.”
–Nadine Gordimer

“Beyond mourning her, it would be more seemly to remember her by taking note of what she wrote.”
–James Meek

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Alfaro:

Inside other case, little people like to read book A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life,
Corruption, and Death in Putin's Russia. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a book A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life,
Corruption, and Death in Putin's Russia. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Mary Bradford:

The knowledge that you get from A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life, Corruption, and
Death in Putin's Russia is the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Russian Diary: A
Journalist's Final Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in Putin's Russia giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of A Russian Diary: A Journalist's
Final Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in Putin's Russia instantly.

Jeannie Brenner:

The publication with title A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in
Putin's Russia includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Norma Brier:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Russian Diary: A Journalist's Final
Account of Life, Corruption, and Death in Putin's Russia can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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