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This book takes an in-depth look into recent developments in European social democracy. It begins by
highlighting the somewhat paradoxical turn by a number of social democratic parties towards enhanced
support for European integration, a move that has occurred despite the apparently ‘neoliberal’ direction of
much of EU policy-output.

A critical realist method is adopted, informed by both Marxist and anarchist critiques of social democratic
parties, to argue that we can view this paradoxical development as resulting from the inherently unstable
representation of constituents’ demands for decommodification, a process central to traditional social
democratic parties. In making this argument, the book traces the transformation from ‘traditional’ to ‘new’
(or ‘third way’) social democratic parties in the UK, Sweden, France, Italy and Spain. It also outlines some
of the most important developments in social democratic policy-making at the European level. The book
therefore provides an in-depth, theoretically-original, analytical narrative of the key empirical developments
to affect contemporary social democratic parties in recent years. In highlighting some of the contradictions
inherent to both ‘traditional’ and ‘new’ social democratic parties, the book does much to suggest some of the
reasons for their continued decline over the past three decades.

David Bailey completed his PhD at the London School of Economics, and currently teaches at the
University of Birmingham. His research focuses on social democratic parties and European integration. He
has published articles in the Journal of Common Market Studies, and Comparative European Politics.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Political Economy of European Social
Democracy: A Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions (Hardcover)) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Mindy Marcotte:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The Political Economy of European Social Democracy: A Critical Realist
Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions (Hardcover)) as the daily resource information.

Albert Gilchrist:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be learn. The Political Economy of European Social Democracy: A
Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions (Hardcover)) can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Tamiko Harmon:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Political Economy of European
Social Democracy: A Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions (Hardcover)) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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