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We know that trauma can leave syndromes in its wake. But can the anticipation of violence be a form of
violence as well? Tense Future argues that it can-that twentieth-century war technologies and practices,
particularly the aerial bombing of population centers, introduced non-combatants to a coercive and
traumatizing expectation. During wartime, civilians braced for the next raid; during peacetime they braced
for the next war. The pre-traumatic stress they experienced permeates the centurys public debates and
cultural works. In a series of groundbreaking readings, Saint-Amour illustrates how air war prophets
theorized the wounding power of anticipation, how archive theory changed course in wars shadow, and how
speculative fiction conjured visions of a civilizational collapse that would end literacy itself. And in this
books central chapters, he shows us how Ford Madox Ford, Robert Musil, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and
other interwar modernist writers faced the memory of one war and the prospect of another, some by pitting
their fictions encyclopedic scale and formal turbulence against total war, others by conceding wars
inevitability while refusing to long for a politically regressive peace. Total war: a conflict that exempts no
one, disregarding any difference between soldier and civilian. Tense Future forever alters our understanding
of the concept of total war by tracing its emergence during the First World War, its incubation in air power
theory between the wars, and above all its profound partiality. For total war, during most of the twentieth
century, meant conflict between imperial nation states; it did not include the violence those states routinely
visited on colonial subjects during peacetime. Tacking back and forth between metropole and colony,
between world war and police action, Saint-Amour describes the interwar refashioning of a world system of
violence-production, one that remains largely intact in our own moment of perpetual interwar.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

This Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form without we realize teach
the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Tense Future:
Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Tense
Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form having excellent arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Raymond Smith:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Tense Future: Modernism, Total War,
Encyclopedic Form book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michael Beebe:

This book untitled Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Kimberly Plummer:

You can find this Tense Future: Modernism, Total War, Encyclopedic Form by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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