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The Internet allows ethnographers to deposit the textual materials on which they base their writing in virtual
archives. Electronically archived fieldwork documents can be accessed at any time by the writer, his or her
readers, and the people studied. Johannes Fabian, a leading theorist of anthropological practice, argues that
virtual archives have the potential to shift the emphasis in ethnographic writing from the monograph to
commentary. In this insightful study, he returns to the recording of a conversation he had with a ritual healer
in the Congolese town of Lubumbashi more than three decades ago. Fabian’s transcript and translation of the
exchange have been deposited on a website (Language and Popular Culture in Africa), and in Ethnography
as Commentary he provides a model of writing in the presence of a virtual archive.

In his commentary, Fabian reconstructs his meeting with the healer Kahenga Mukonkwa Michel, in which
the two discussed the ritual that Kahenga performed to protect Fabian’s home from burglary. Fabian reflects
on the expectations and terminology that shape his description of Kahenga’s ritual and meditates on how
ethnographic texts are made, considering the settings, the participants, the technologies, and the linguistic
medium that influence the transcription and translation of a recording and thus fashion ethnographic
knowledge. Turning more directly to Kahenga—as a practitioner, a person, and an ethnographic
subject—and to the questions posed to him, Fabian reconsiders questions of ethnic identity, politics, and
religion. While Fabian hopes that emerging anthropologists will share their fieldwork through virtual
archives, he does not suggest that traditional ethnography will disappear. It will become part of a broader
project facilitated by new media.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Miller:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Ethnography as Commentary: Writing from the Virtual Archive. Try to
face the book Ethnography as Commentary: Writing from the Virtual Archive as your pal. It means that it
can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Viola Boucher:

The book Ethnography as Commentary: Writing from the Virtual Archive can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Ethnography as Commentary: Writing from the Virtual Archive? A few of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Ethnography as Commentary: Writing from the Virtual Archive has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Hill:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Ethnography as Commentary: Writing
from the Virtual Archive is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Stacy Abercrombie:

The knowledge that you get from Ethnography as Commentary: Writing from the Virtual Archive is a more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Ethnography as Commentary: Writing from the Virtual
Archive giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of
Ethnography as Commentary: Writing from the Virtual Archive instantly.
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