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Soon after the close of military operations in the American Civil War, another war began over how it would
be remembered by future generations. The prisoner-of-war issue has figured prominently in Northern and
Southern writing about the conflict. Northerners used tales of Andersonville to demonize the Confederacy,
while Southerners vilified Northern prison policies to show the depths to which Yankees had sunk to attain
victory. Over the years the postwar Northern portrayal of Andersonville as fiendishly designed to kill
prisoners in mass quantities has largely been dismissed. The Lost Cause characterization of Union prison
policies as criminally negligent and inhumane, however, has shown remarkable durability. Northern officials
have been portrayed as turning their military prisons into concentration camps where Southern prisoners
were poorly fed, clothed, and sheltered, resulting in inexcusably high numbers of deaths. Andersonvilles of
the North, by James M. Gillispie, represents the first broad study to argue that the image of Union prison
officials as negligent and cruel to Confederate prisoners is severely flawed. This study is not an attempt to
“whitewash” Union prison policies or make light of Confederate prisoner mortality. But once the careful
reader disregards unreliable postwar polemics, and focuses exclusively on the more reliable wartime records
and documents from both Northern and Southern sources, then a much different, less negative, picture of
Northern prison life emerges. While life in Northern prisons was difficult and potentially deadly, no evidence
exists of a conspiracy to neglect or mistreat Southern captives. Confederate prisoners’ suffering and death
were due to a number of factors, but it would seem that Yankee apathy and malice were rarely among them.
In fact, likely the most significant single factor in Confederate (and all) prisoner mortality during the Civil
War was the halting of the prisoner exchange cartel in the late spring of 1863. Though Northern officials
have long been condemned for coldly calculating that doing so aided their war effort, the evidence
convincingly suggests that the South’s staunch refusal to exchange black Union prisoners was actually the
key sticking point in negotiations to resume exchanges from mid-1863 to 1865. Ultimately Gillispie
concludes that Northern prisoner-of-war policies were far more humane and reasonable than generally
depicted. His careful analysis will be welcomed by historians of the Civil War, the South, and of American
history.
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From reader reviews:

Tony You:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Andersonvilles of the North: The Myths and Realities of Northern
Treatment of Civil War Confederate Prisoners book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Andersonvilles of the North: The
Myths and Realities of Northern Treatment of Civil War Confederate Prisoners content conveys objective
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Andersonvilles of the North: The Myths and
Realities of Northern Treatment of Civil War Confederate Prisoners is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Diana Elliott:

The actual book Andersonvilles of the North: The Myths and Realities of Northern Treatment of Civil War
Confederate Prisoners will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to
you. The book Andersonvilles of the North: The Myths and Realities of Northern Treatment of Civil War
Confederate Prisoners is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Robert Hightower:

Often the book Andersonvilles of the North: The Myths and Realities of Northern Treatment of Civil War
Confederate Prisoners has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous
to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Kimberly Casselman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be examine.
Andersonvilles of the North: The Myths and Realities of Northern Treatment of Civil War Confederate
Prisoners can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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