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Geoffrey Nunberg challenges a widespread assumption that the linguistic structure of written languages is
qualitatively identical to that of spoken language: It should no longer be necessary to defend the view that
written language is truly language, but it is surprising to learn of written-language category indicators that
are realized by punctuation marks and other figural devices.' He shows that traditional approaches to these
devices tend to describe the features of written language exclusively by analogy to those of spoken language,
with the result that punctuation has been regarded as an unsystematic and deficient means for presenting
spoken-language intonation. Analysed in its own terms, however, punctuation manifests a coherent linguistic
subsystem of 'text-grammar' that coexists in writing with the system of 'lexical grammar' that has been the
traditional object of linguistic inquiry. A detailed analysis of the category structure of English text-sentences
reveals a highly systematic set of syntactic and presentational rules that can be described in terms
independent of the rules of lexical grammar and are largely matters of the tacit knowledge that writers
acquire without formal instruction. That these rules obey constraints that are structurally analogous to those
of lexical grammar leads Nunberg to label the text-grammar an 'application' of the principles of natural
language organization to a new domain. Geoffrey Nunberg is a researcher at Xerox Palo Alto Research
Center.
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From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Linguistics of Punctuation (Lecture Notes). You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
The Linguistics of Punctuation (Lecture Notes). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Janice Oconnell:

The book The Linguistics of Punctuation (Lecture Notes) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The Linguistics of Punctuation
(Lecture Notes) to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up
and read a publication The Linguistics of Punctuation (Lecture Notes). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Carmen Russell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Linguistics of Punctuation (Lecture
Notes) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Kim Salgado:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The The Linguistics of Punctuation (Lecture Notes) offer you a new experience in studying a
book.
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