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Seventeen years after Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox, one final, dramatic confrontation occurred
between the Lee family and the United States government. In The Last Battle of the Civil War, Anthony J.
Gaughan recounts the fascinating saga of United States v. Lee, known to history as the "Arlington Case."

Prior to the Civil War, Mary Lee, Robert E. Lee's wife, owned the estate that Arlington National Cemetery
rests on today. After the attack on Fort Sumter, however, the Union army seized the Lees' Arlington home
and converted it into a national cemetery as well as a refugee camp for runaway slaves.

In 1877 George Washington Custis Lee, Robert and Mary's eldest son, filed suit demanding that the federal
government pay the Lees just compensation for Arlington. In response, the Justice Department asserted that
sovereign immunity barred Lee and all other private plaintiffs from bringing Fifth Amendment takings cases.
The courts, the government claimed, had no jurisdiction to hear such lawsuits.

In a historic ruling, the Supreme Court rejected the government's argument. As the majority opinion
explained, "All the officers of the government, from the highest to the lowest, are creatures of the law and
are bound to obey it." The ruling made clear that the government was legally obligated by the Fifth
Amendment to pay just compensation to the Lees.

The Court's ruling in United States v. Lee affirmed the principle that the rule of law applies equally to
ordinary citizens and high government officials. As the justices emphasized, the Constitution is not
suspended in wartime and government officials who violate the law are not beyond the reach of justice.
Ironically, the case also represented a watershed on the path of sectional reconciliation. By ruling in favor of
the Lee family, the justices demonstrated that former Confederates would receive a fair hearing in the federal
courts.

Gaughan provides a riveting account of the Civil War's final battle, a struggle whose outcome became a
significant step on the path to national reunion.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

Precisely why? Because this The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

William Pak:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Last Battle of the
Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Julie Harris:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Jill Lee:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Last Battle of the Civil War: United
States versus Lee, 1861-1883 can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Last Battle of
the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883.
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