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Rituals have always been a focus of ethnographies of Melanesia, providing a ground for important theorizing
in anthropology. This is especially true of the male initiation rituals that until recently were held in Papua
New Guinea. For the most part, these rituals have been understood as all-male institutions, intended to
maintain and legitimate male domination. Women's exclusion from the forest space where men conducted
most such rites has been taken as a sign of their exclusion from the entire ritual process.

Women as Unseen Characters is the first book to examine the role of females in Papua New Guinea male
rituals, and the first systematic treatment of this issue for any part of the world. In this volume, leading
Melanesian scholars build on recent ethnographies that show how female kin had roles in male rituals that
had previously gone unseen. Female seclusion and the enforcement of taboos were crucial elements of the
ritual process: forms of presence in their own right.

Contributors here provide detailed accounts of the different kinds of female presence in various Papua New
Guinea male rituals. When these are restored to the picture, the rituals can no longer be interpreted merely as
an institution for reproducing male domination but must also be understood as a moment when the whole
system of relations binding a male person to his kin is reorganized. By dealing with the participation of
women, a totally neglected dimension of male rituals is added to our understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

The book Women as Unseen Characters: Male Ritual in Papua New Guinea (Social Anthropology in
Oceania) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the good thing like a book Women as Unseen Characters: Male Ritual in Papua New
Guinea (Social Anthropology in Oceania)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Women as Unseen Characters: Male Ritual in Papua New Guinea (Social Anthropology in
Oceania) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Ybarra:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Women as Unseen Characters: Male Ritual in Papua
New Guinea (Social Anthropology in Oceania) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Carlos Quirk:

Women as Unseen Characters: Male Ritual in Papua New Guinea (Social Anthropology in Oceania) can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Women as Unseen Characters: Male Ritual in Papua New Guinea (Social
Anthropology in Oceania) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Maria Hughes:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Women as Unseen Characters: Male
Ritual in Papua New Guinea (Social Anthropology in Oceania) is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.



Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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