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As one of the few surviving archaeological sites from the medieval Christian kingdom of Nubia, Qasr Ibrim
is critically important in a number of ways. It is the only site in Lower Nubia that remained above water after
the completion of the Aswan high dam. In addition, thanks to the aridity of the climate in the area, the site is
marked by extraordinary preservation of organic material, especially textual material written on papyrus,
leather, and paper. Particularly rich is the textual material from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries CE,
written in Old Nubian, the region's indigenous language. As a result, Qasr Ibrim is probably the best
documented ancient and medieval site in Africa outside of Egypt and the Maghreb.

Medieval Nubia is the first book to make available this remarkable material, much of which is still
unpublished. The evidence discovered reveals a more complicated picture of this community than originally
thought. Previously, it was accepted that medieval Nubia had existed in relative isolation from the rest of the
world, subsisting on a primitive economy. Legal documents, accounts, and letters, however, reveal a
complex, monetized economy with exchange rates connected to those of the wider world. Furthermore, they
reveal public festive practices, in which lavish feasting and food gifts reinforced the social prestige of the
participants. These documents prove medieval Nubia to have been a society combining legal elements
inherited from the Greco-Roman world with indigenous African social practices. In reconstructing the social
and economic life of medieval Nubia based on the Old Nubian sources from the site, as well as other
previously examined materials, Giovanni R. Ruffini corrects previous assumptions and provides a new
picture of Nubia, one that links it to the wider Mediterranean economy and society of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Bays:

The ability that you get from Medieval Nubia: A Social and Economic History may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Medieval Nubia: A Social and Economic History giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Medieval Nubia: A Social and
Economic History instantly.

Tom Copper:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Medieval Nubia: A Social and
Economic History which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Charlotte Womble:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Medieval Nubia: A Social and Economic
History can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Medieval Nubia: A Social and
Economic History.

Lillian Robbins:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Medieval Nubia: A Social and Economic History was filled with
regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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