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At the turn of the nineteenth century—when most food in America was bland and brown and few people
appreciated the economic potential of then-exotic foods—David Fairchild convinced the U.S. Department of
Agriculture to finance overseas explorations to find and bring back foreign cultivars. Fairchild traveled to
remote corners of the globe, searching for fruits, vegetables, and grains that could find a new home in
American fields and in the American diet.

In Fruits of Eden, Amanda Harris vividly recounts the exploits of Fairchild and his small band of adventurers
and botanists as they traversed distant lands—Algeria, Baghdad, Cape Town, Hong Kong, Java, and
Zanzibar—to return with new and exciting flavors. Their expeditions led to a renaissance not only at the
dinner table but also in horticulture, providing diversity of crops for farmers across the country.

Not everyone was supportive, however. The scientific community was concerned with invasive species, and
World War I fanned the flames of xenophobia in Washington. Adversaries who believed Fairchild’s
discoveries would contaminate the purity of native crops eventually shut down his program, but his legacy
lives on in today’s modern kitchen, where navel oranges, Meyer lemons, honeydew melons, soybeans, and
durum wheat are now standard.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

This book untitled Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Elmer Pereira:

The reason why? Because this Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Charles Payne:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.

Emma Berkey:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Fruits of Eden: David Fairchild and America's Plant Hunters was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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