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Susan Castillo’s pioneering study examines the extraordinary proliferation of polyphonic or ‘multi-voiced’
texts in the three centuries following the first contact between Europeans and the indigenous peoples of the
Americas. Taking a selection of plays, printed dialogues, travel narratives and lexicographic studies in
English, Spanish and French, the book explores both European and indigenous writers of the early Americas.
Paying particular attention to performance and performativity in the texts of the early colonial world, Susan
Castillo asks:

why vast numbers of polyphonic and performative texts emerged in the Early Americas●

how these texts enabled explorers, settlers and indigenous groups to come to terms with radical differences●

in language, behaviour and cultural practices
how dialogues, plays and paratheatrical texts were used to impose or resist ideologies and cultural norms●

how performance and polyphony allowed Europeans and Americans to debate exactly what it meant to be●

European or American, or in some cases, both.

Tracing the dynamic enactment of (often conflictive) encounters between differing local narratives, Castillo
presents polyphonic texts as not only singularly useful tools for exploring what initially seemed inexpressible
or for conveying controversial ideas, but also as the site where cultural difference is negotiated. Offering
unparalleled linguistic and historical range, through the analysis of texts from Spain, France, New Spain,
Peru, Brazil, New England and New France, this volume is an important advance in the study of early
American literature and the writings of colonial encounter.
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From reader reviews:

Blanche Watson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Colonial Encounters in New World Writing, 1500-1786:
Performing America.

Brent Jones:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Colonial Encounters in
New World Writing, 1500-1786: Performing America is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Clarice Stephens:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Colonial Encounters in New World
Writing, 1500-1786: Performing America is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Donald Purcell:

The guide with title Colonial Encounters in New World Writing, 1500-1786: Performing America includes a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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