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In this first critical study of Anna Letitia Barbauld’s major work, Daniel P. Watkins reveals the singular
purpose of Barbauld’s visionary poems: to recreate the world based on the values of liberty and justice.

Watkins examines in close detail both the form and content of Barbauld’s Poems, originally published in
1773 and revised and reissued in 1792. Along with careful readings of the poems that situate the works in
their broader political, historical, and philosophical contexts, Watkins explores the relevance of the
introductory epigraphs and the importance of the poems’ placement throughout the volume.

Centering his study on Barbauld’s effort to develop a visionary poetic stance, Watkins argues that the
deliberate arrangement of the poems creates a coherent portrayal of Barbauld’s poetic, political, and social
vision, a far-sighted sagacity born of her deep belief that the principles of love, sympathy, liberty, and
pacifism are necessary for a secure and meaningful human reality. In tracing the contours of this effort,
Watkins examines, in particular, the tension in Barbauld’s poetry between her desire to engage directly with
the political realities of the world and her equally strong longing for a pastoral world of peace and prosperity.

Scholars of British literature and women writers will welcome this important study of one of the eighteenth
century’s foremost writers.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Pascual:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Betty Giuliani:

This Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics are usually reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-
Century Visionary Poetics can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lisa Christopher:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Anna
Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

John McGinnis:

You can find this Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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