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This book is an attempt to get to the bottom of an acute and perennial tension between our best scientific
pictures of the fundamental physical structure of the world and our everyday empirical experience of it. The
trouble is about the direction of time. The situation (very briefly) is that it is a consequence of almost every
one of those fundamental scientific pictures--and that it is at the same time radically at odds with our
common sense--that whatever can happen can just as naturally happen backwards.

Albert provides an unprecedentedly clear, lively, and systematic new account--in the context of a
Newtonian-Mechanical picture of the world--of the ultimate origins of the statistical regularities we see
around us, of the temporal irreversibility of the Second Law of Thermodynamics, of the asymmetries in our
epistemic access to the past and the future, and of our conviction that by acting now we can affect the future
but not the past. Then, in the final section of the book, he generalizes the Newtonian picture to the quantum-
mechanical case and (most interestingly) suggests a very deep potential connection between the problem of
the direction of time and the quantum-mechanical measurement problem.

The book aims to be both an original contribution to the present scientific and philosophical understanding of
these matters at the most advanced level, and something in the nature of an elementary textbook on the
subject accessible to interested high-school students.
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Reviews of this book:
The foundations of statistical mechanisms are often presented in physics textbooks in a rather obscure and
confused way. By challenging common ways of thinking about this subject, Time and Chance can do quite a
lot to improve this situation.
--Jean Bricmont, Science



Albert is perfecting a style of foundational analysis that is uniquely his own...It has a surgical precision...and
it is ruthless with pretensions. The foundations of thermodynamics is a topic that has accumulated a good
deal of dead wood; this is a fire that will burn and burn.
--Simon W. Saunders, Oxford University

As usual with Albert's work, the exposition is brisk and to the point, and exceptionally clear...The book will
be an extremely valuable contribution to the literature on the subject of philosophical issues in
thermodynamics and statistical mechanics, a literature which has been thin on the ground but is now growing
as it deserves to.
--Lawrence Sklar, University of Michigan
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From reader reviews:

Eric Overbay:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Time and Chance. Try to make the book Time and Chance as your pal. It
means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Garnet Veach:

The book Time and Chance make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Time and Chance being your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a reserve Time and Chance. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Buddy Stewart:

This Time and Chance are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Time and Chance can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Time and Chance forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Delores Saenz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Time and
Chance.
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