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In poised and elegant prose, Kathryn Harrison weavesin The Binding Chair; or, A Visit from the Foot
Emancipation Society a stunning story of women, travel, and flight; of love, revenge, and fear; of the search
for home and the need to escapeit. Set in alluring Shanghai at the turn of the century, The Binding Chair
intertwines the destinies of a Chinese woman determined to forget her past and a Western girl focused on the
promises of the future.

Beautiful, charismatic, destructive, May escapes an ar-ranged marriage in rural nineteenth-century Chinafor
lifein a Shanghai brothel, where she meets Arthur, an Australian whose philanthropic pursuits lead him into
one scrape after another. As amember of the Foot Emancipation Society, Arthur calls on May not for his
pleasure but for her rehabilitation, only to find himself immediately and helplessly seduced by the sight of
her bound feet. Reforming May is out of the question, so love-struck Arthur marries her instead and brings
her home to live with him, his sister and brother-in-law, and their two girls, Alice and Cecily. In Alice, May
sees the possibility of redemption: a surrogate for a child she haslost. And it isto May that Alice turns for
the love her own mother withholds. But when the twelve-year-old is caught preparing her aunt's opium pipe,
she is shipped off to a London boarding school, far from the dangerous influence of the woman who will
come to reclaim her and to control the whole family.

The Binding Chair unfolds among scenes of astonishing beauty and cruelty, in alawless place where
traditions and cultures clash, and where tragedy threatens aworld built on the banks of unsettled waters--
from the bustling Whangpoo River to the lake of blood in the Chinese afterworld. By turns shocking,
exquisite, and hilarious, The Binding Chair is another spellbinding literary triumph by the writer whose work
Michiko Kakutani of The New York Times has called "powerful and hypnotic.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Jager:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Binding Chair; or, A Visit from the Foot Emancipation Society: A Novel your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Binding Chair; or, A Visit from the Foot
Emancipation Society: A Novel giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Mariano Smith:

This The Binding Chair; or, A Visit from the Foot Emancipation Society: A Novel is brand new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
The Binding Chair; or, A Visit from the Foot Emancipation Society: A Novel can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading
aguide especialy this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't
miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Catherine Estey:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the spacein your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Binding Chair; or, A Visit from the Foot
Emancipation Society: A Novel can give you alot of buddies because by you considering this one book you
have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
The Binding Chair; or, A Visit from the Foot Emancipation Society: A Novel.

John Rivera:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can
know everything you want. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. Thisreserve The Binding Chair; or, A Visit from the Foot Emancipation
Society: A Novel wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your



technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big

benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now, many waysto get
book you wanted.
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